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25X1X lo U8 achion in Kores hes offered much encouragement to the peoples of Asia
whe are atbempbing to resist Communist domination, At the same time, hoawever,
% has given the Commnists, who are capitalizing on the naticnalist senti-
uentas of theme pecple, an opportunity to paint for them a plcture of an
aggressive United States impozing ita will on Asla through the application
»f military might. Fropaganda of this %type will gain ground as long as the
/imaricans are forced to fight Asiatics in order to restore peace in the
Far Faat, '

2. The fact that the Sovieb Union haa openly repudiated the decision of the
N Security Council mekes it olecar that the Soviet Union will nobt readily
yielde This does nob mean that a shoobing war is inevitoble, The Soviet
Union does not nced to engage its own forcea in a shooting war. It can
veadily ingtigate in any part of the world action similar to that in Korea.
‘These incidents may equally call for US militery action., If the US doea
not accept the challenge her prestige as a world leader is threatened,
wihile if she does zccapt, she will be in danger of exhauating her manpower
and material rescurces in fruitless combat with the Soviet satellited,

The USSR will enter the picture directly only when by tho exertion of
relatively little effort it can tip the scales in its own favor.

3, Pragident Truman's statement insofar as Taiwan is concerned was a very
seriong blow to the Chinese Comrmnists. The conquest of Taiwan was the top
priority objective for the year 1950, They cannot and will not cancel
their plans to agsawlt the island. Preaident Truman's statement and the
pregence of the Seventh Fleet in the Formosa Straits will not deter them.
Mvandonment of invagsion plang would destroy the prestige the Chinese Commy~
nigts have achieved by their uninterrupted victories over the Nabionalista
and their success in eliminating Western influence from China. ILow-ranking
Comrmuniats fervently hope that the conquest of Taiwan and Tibet will be
7ollowed by a period of peaceful internal reconstruction. If the US inter-
venes in Taiwan, these Communista will feel that the -US 1ls impoging an
innecesgary hardship upon theme Such feeling will tend 4o postpone indefi-
nately the poasibility of a gerious aplit in the ranks of the Chinese Com-
rnigt Party.

Lo “ne US will have to fight the Chinecse Yommnists if they attack Taiwan,
fuch a war would have high propaganda value for the Commnistse Further~
more; the US would lose ite last opportunity to wean China away from the
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The US decigion on Korea was a statesmanlike one, prompted by ungelfish
motives, However, the fact that the US is forced to take the primary
respongibility in %his case is evidence that the US has not done enough
to organize democratic forces in Europe and Asia. It has atregsed-too
much the role played by those in power. The US cannot hope to conbat
Communism guccessfully unleas it is prepared %o fight in the fashion
least acceptable to it -~ an eye for an eye, gubvergion for subversion.
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